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Phoebus a patent of nobility and a decoration of a high
class. Tbo despatch contained a private letter from an
exalted member of the Imperial family, who had had the
high and gratifying distinction of making Mr. Phoebus's
acquaintance in London, personally pressing the acceptance
by kirn of the general proposition, assuring him of cordial
welcome and support, and informing Mr. Phoebus tha*
what was particularly desired at this moment was a seriet
of paintings illustrative of some of the most memorable
scenes in the Holy Land and especially the arrival of the
pilgrims of the Greek rite at Jerusalem. As for thit
purpose he would probably like to visit Palestine, the
whole of the autumn or even a longer period was placed
at his disposal, so that, enriched with all necessary draw-
ings and studies, he might achieve his more elaborate
performances in Russia at bis leisure and with every
advantage.

Considering that the great objects in life with Mr.
Phoebus were to live in an Aryan country, amid an Aryan
race, and produce works which should revive for the
benefit of human nature Aryan creeds, a proposition to
pass some of the prime years of his life among the Mon-
golian race, and at the same time devote his pencil to the
celebration of Semitic subjects, was startling.

' I shall say nothing to Madame Phoebus until the Prince
has gone/ he remarked to Lothair: c he will go the day after
to-morrow. I do not know what they may offer to make
me; probably only a Baron, perhaps a Count. But you
know in Russia a man may become a Prince, and I cer-
tainly should like those Cantacuzenes to feel that after all
their daughter is a Princess with no thanks to them. The
climate is detestable, but one owes much to one's profes-
sion. Art would be honoured at a great, perhaps the
greatest, Court. There would not be a fellow at his easel
in the streets about Fitzroy Square who would not be